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UNCLAS USNATO 1644 

SECDEF FOR ASD/PA ROSS 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: NATO OVIP (SECDEF BROWN) 

SUBJ: EUROPEAN VISIT OF SECDEF BROWN-REPORTS OF AWACS-TANK 
GUN LINKAGE 

1 . WE WISH TO CALL ATTENTION TO REPORTS DURING THE PAST TWO 
DAYS WHICH STRONGLY IMPLY THAT GERMAN PARTICIPATION IN A 
MARCH 25 NATO DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING ON AN AEWS IS LINKED 
TO A US-GERMAN AGREEMENT ON THE TANK GUN FOR THE NEW US XM-1 
TANK. ITEMS IN DIE WELT, FRANKFURTER ALT .GRMRTNE ZEITUNG, 

AND AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE, REPORT THAT THE US HAS AGREED TO 
CHOOSE THE GERMAN TANK GUN FOR ITS XM-1. 

A. DIE WELT OF HAMBURG, MAR 23 (PAGE 1) UNDER HEADLINE 
QUOTE WITH GERMAN CANNON END QUOTE: THE NEWLY DEVELOPED 
US TANK XM-1, THE COMPETITOR OF THE GERMAN LEOPART II, IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE EQUIPPED WITH THE GERMAN 120 MILLIMETER 
CANNON. THIS WAS AGREED BETWEEN GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
GEORG LEBER AND HIS AMERICAN COLLEAGUE HAROLD BROWN. 
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B. FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG OF FRANKFURT, MAR 23 
(PAGE 2) UNDER HEADLINE QUOTE: NEW AMERICAN TANK SUPPOSED 
TO GET GERMAN CANNON END QUOTE.: QUOTE: FRANKFURT, 

22 MARCH-THE AMERICAN COMPETITOR TO THE GERMAN LEOPARD 
II TANK, THE XM-1, IS SUPPOSED TO BE EQUIPPED WITH A 
GERMAN 120 CANNON, ACCORDING TO PENTAGON SOURCES IN 
WASHINGTON. ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN WASHINGTON, THIS WAS 
AGREED AT THE MEETING LAST WEEK BETWEEN GERMAN DEFENSE 
MINISTER LEBER AND US DEFENSE MINISTER BROWN. THE GERMAN 
CANNON IS THUS GETTING PREFERENCE OVER THE ENGLISH (120 
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MILLIMETER) CANNON AND IS TO BE BUILT IN THE US WITHOUT 
ANY LICENSE AGREEMENT. IN THIS CONNECTION THERE IS SPECU- 
LATION THAT THE PARTICIPATION OF MR. BROWN IN THE SPECIAL 
MEETING OF THE DPC IN BRUSSELS AT THE WEEKEND IS LINKED 
TO THE PURCHASE OF THE AWACS SYSTEM. .UNOFFICIAL SOURCES 
IN BONN SEVERAL WEEKS AGO SPOKE OF A 'LINK' BETWEEN 
GERMAN-AMERICAN COOPERATION ON THE TANK AND EURIPEAN 
PURCHASE OF THE AMERICAN AWACS SYSTEM, WHICH WOULD BE 
A SIGNIFICANT GAIN FOR AMERICA'S EXPORTS. 

C. AGENCE FRANCE PRESS; MAR 22: QUOTE:THE WEST GERMAN 
VERSION OF THE 120 MILLIMETER GUN WILL BE CHOSEN IN 
PREFERENCE TO ITS BRITISH EQUIVALENT TO EQUIP THE 
NEW TANKS OF THE AMERICAN ARMY, IT WAS LEARNED MONDAY 
NIGHT FROM A WELL-INFORMED PENTAGON SOURCE. FROM THE SAME 
SOURCE, ONE LEARNED THAT THIS GUN WILL BE MANUFACTURED 
UNDER LICENSE TO THE US, AND THAT THIS AGREEMENT TOOK PLACE 
AT THE END OF THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
HAROLD BROWN AND WEST GERMAN MINISTER GEORG LEBER. END QUOTE. 

2. ARMED FORCES NETWORK (AFN) OUT OF FRANKFURT, WITHOUT 
CITING SOURCE, REPORTED THIS MORNING THAT WEST GERMAN AGREE- 
MENT TO PARTICIPATE IN AWACS, IF GIVEN FRIDAY, WOULD BE PART 
OF A DEAL MADE BETWEEN DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER AND SECRETARY 
BROWN TO EQUIP XM-1 WITH GERMAN 120 MM GUN. 

3. AN AP WASHINGTON DATE-LINE DESPATCH OF MARCH 22 STATED, 
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HOWEVER, THAT THE DPC MINISTERIAL MEETING QUOTE: WAS CLEARED 
LAST WEEK WHEN BROWN AND WEST GERMAN DEFMIN GEORG LEBER 
ELIMINATED UNCERTAINTIES OVER WHETHER A GERMAN 120MM GUN AND 
OTHER COMPONENTS WOULD RECEIVE FAIR CONSIDERATION FOR 
INCORPORATION INTO A NEW US ARMY TANK. GERMANY REPORTEDLY 
WAS RELUCTANT TO APPROVE THE NATO MEETING UNTIL IT RECEIVED 
SUCH ASSURANCES FROM BROWN. END QUOTE. 

4. ON THE SAME SUBJECT, A UPI ITEM TODAY REPORTED THAT 
QUOTE: THE WAY FOR THE MINISTERIAL MEETING WAS CLEARED LAST 
WEEK DURING A VISIT TO WASHINGTON BY GERMAN DEFENSE MINISTER 
GEORG LEBER. BROWN AND LEBER DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF 
WHETHER A WEST GERMAN GUN WOULD BE USED ABOARD THE NEW 
AMERICAN XM-1 BATTLE TANK, BUT NO RESOLUTION WAS MADE. 

END QUOTE. 

5. WE BELIEVE THAT IN ANY MEETINGS WITH SECRETARY BROWN, 

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE LIKELY TO QUESTIONS 

ABOUT LINKAGE BETWEEN A US-GERMAN AGREEMENT ON THE TANK 
GUN FOR THE XM-1 AND GERMAN PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT 
FOR A NATO AWACS AT DPC MINISTERIAL.STRAUSZ-HUPE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 30-Aug-1999 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977NATO01644 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: n/a 
Format: TEL 
From: NATO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 977031 1 0/baaabcmk.tel 

Line Count: 109 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 

Message ID: ea9d01b0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2963300 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EUROPEAN VISIT OF SECDEF BROWN-REPORTS OF AWACS-TANK GUN LINKAGE 
TAGS: NATO OVIP (SECDEF BROWN) 

To: SECDEF STATE MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ea9d01b0-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



